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Higher Education in California 
California Community Colleges (CCC) include 116 across the 
state serving over 2.1 million students. 

California State University (CSU) includes 23 campuses: 
Bakersfield, Channel Islands, Chico, Dominguez Hills, 
Fresno, Fullerton, Hayward, Humboldt, Long Beach, Los 
Angeles, Monterey Bay, Maritime, Northridge, Pomona, 
Sacramento, San Bernardino, San Diego, San Francisco, San 
Jose, San Luis Obispo, San Marcos, Sonoma, and Stanislaus.  

University of California (UC) includes 10 campuses: 
Berkeley, Davis, Irvine, Los Angeles, Merced, Riverside, San 
Diego, San Francisco, Santa Barbara, and Santa Cruz. The 
tenth campus - San Francisco - only offers graduate level 
programs. 

Independent California College/Universities includes 75+ 
across the state; most are affiliated with the Association of 
Independent California Colleges and Universities (AICCU) 

Types of Instruction 
Semester System is approximately 15-18 weeks of 
instruction offered twice a year during the fall and spring.  

Quarter System is approximately 10 weeks of instruction 
offered three times a year during the fall, winter, and 
spring.  

Full Time/ Part Time refers to a student’s status based on 
the number of units taken in a term. Often used to 
determine fees or progress towards meeting degree 
requirements. 12 units is usually considered full-time. 

Lower Division courses are offered for 
freshman/sophomore class level credit. 

Upper Division courses are offered for junior/senior class 
level credit. 

Undergraduate courses are offered for freshman through 
senior level class credit.  

Graduate courses lead to advanced degrees and usually 
require an undergraduate degree first. Graduate programs 
include master’s, doctoral, and other professional degrees. 

 

 

 

 

Degrees/Programs:  
Accreditation signifies that a college or specialized program 
within a college (e.g. nursing, engineering, etc.) has been 
certified as fulfilling certain standards by national and/or 
regional professional associations. 

Certificate is a concentrated occupational program that does 
not require general education classes. 

Associate Degree programs usually require 60 semester/90 
quarter units of lower division coursework. 

Bachelor Degree programs usually require 120 semester/180 
quarter units of coursework and includes lower division and 
upper division requirements. 

Master Degree programs vary in requirements but typically 
take 1 - 3 years to complete after earning a bachelor degree.  

Doctorate Degree includes Ph.D., M.D., PharmD, J.D., EdD, 
and many more awarded upon completion of a prescribed 
program beyond the undergraduate level. Some doctoral 
programs require a master degree and some only require a 
bachelor degree to apply. 

Teaching Credential is required if you want to teach in 
California. You must obtain either a multiple subject (for 
grades K-8) or a single subject (for grades 7-12) credential. This 
is obtained after the completion of a bachelor degree (in any 
major) and prescribed professional educational requirements.   

Major is the field of study that a student chooses to a pursue 
which leads to a degree and preparation for a career. 

Minor is a secondary field of study outside of the major field. 
Minors are only offered at four-year universities. 

Concentration is an optional or special emphasis within a 
degree program. Concentrations are noted on your diploma. 

General Education/Breadth Requirements are course 
requirements which all students are expected to meet 
regardless of major. The UC. CSU, and many independent 
colleges have articulation agreements with Norco which will 
allow students to complete their general education before 
transferring to the university.  
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Admissions/Counseling 
Units/Credits are earned when a student completes a 
college course with a passing grade. Units are based 
upon the number of hours spent in class.   

Prerequisite is a course that must be completed (or in 
progress at time of registration) in order to register for 
a different course. For example, MAT-1A has a pre-
requisite of MAT-10. 

Advisory is a suggested (but not required) course to 
complete before entering a different course. 

Drop/Add - During the first weeks of each term, the 
student is allowed to drop a course he/she is not be 
satisfied with and add another course to his/her 
schedule. At Norco, once the semester has started, 
students are required to obtain the instructor’s 
signature and/or an authorization code in order to add a 
class. Refer to your course syllabi or WebAdvisor 
registration statement for Drop/Add deadlines  

Transcript is the compilation of all grades, credits, 
honors, etc. received throughout your college career.  

Pass/No Pass is a grading option where you do not 
receive a letter grade (A, B, C, D, or F) for taking a 
course. Depending upon the student’s achievement in 
class. Credit (CR), No credit (NC), will appear on his/her 
transcript. Deadlines to elect a Pass/No Pass grading 
designation are usually the first week of the term. Check 
with Admissions & Records. 

Certification is a verification done by the community 
college verifying that a student has completed the 
California State University General Education (CSUGE) 
or the Intersegmental General Education Transfer 
Curriculum (IGETC) requirements.  Students must 
request certification at the time FINAL transcripts are 
sent to their transfer university. 

Placement Questionnaires are administered by colleges 
to determine the entry-level placement of students in 
math, English, and foreign language. 

Career Assessments help students determine which 
careers fit their preferred work values, interests, skills, 
and personality traits. Visit the Career Center for more 
details! 

Academic probation occurs when a student’s cumulative 
GPA falls below 2.0. A hold may be placed on your account. 

Progress Probation occurs when a student is does not 
complete more than 50% of attempted units. A hold may be 
placed on your account. 

Advance Placement (AP) can provide college credit for 
AP exams with scores of 3, 4, or 5. AP credit acceptance 
varies by major and four-year university. Ask your 
counselor for details. 

Financial Aid is money available to help pay for your 
educational expenses (tuition, fees, books, supplies, 
transportation, etc.). Money is available from several 
sources including state (Promise grant & Cal grant), 
federal (Pell grant), and private scholarships. 

Impacted programs refer to programs that consistently 
receive more applications than space allows. Impacted 
program usually enforce additional course and GPA 
requirements. 

COMMON HIGHER EDUCATION 
ACRONYMS 
It is common practice that when referring to a four-year 
university you will often reference its name acronym 
(e.g. UCLA instead of saying the University of California 
Los Angeles). In addition to school acronyms you will 
come across the following acronyms: 
 AA – Associate of Arts 
 AAICU - Association of Independent California Colleges 

and Universities  
 ADT – Associate Degree for Transfer 
 AP - Advanced Placement 
 AS - Associate of Science 
 BA – Bachelor of Art 
 BOT - Board of Trustees 
 BS - Bachelor of Science 
 CCC - California Community College 
 CSU - California State University 
 CSUGE - California State University General Education 
 ECD - Enrollment Confirmation Deadline 
 FAFSA - Free Application for Federal Student Aid 
 GE - General Education 
 HBCU - Historically Black Colleges & Universities 
 IGETC - Intersegmental General Education Transfer 

Curriculum 
 OOS - Out-of-state School 
 SEP - Student Educational Plan 
 SIR - Statement of Intent to Register 
 TAP - Transfer Alliance Program (for Honors) 
 UC - University of California 
 UC TAG - University of California Transfer 

Admission Guarantee 
 UC TAP - University of California Transfer Admission 

Planner 


	Higher Education in California
	Types of Instruction
	Degrees/Programs:
	Admissions/Counseling
	COMMON HIGHER EDUCATION ACRONYMS

