
TRANSFER       2027-2028

HOW TO COMPLETE YOUR 
APPLICATION



Let’s complete your CSU admissions application!



It’s as easy as 1, 2, 3!

1. Fill out one 
application

2. Add all programs 
of interest

3. Submit 

Scan the QR code 
to visit our site 
and learn more:
calstate.edu/apply



GO MOBILE! 
You can now submit your application from 
your phone

• Mobile-friendly
• Easy to navigate
• Make progress on your application from 

anywhere



What to expect from the CSU admissions process
To apply to the CSU, you’ll be required to:
 Complete the Cal State Apply application
 Pay the $70 per campus fee (unless you qualify for a fee waiver)

 Submit any transcripts and required info when notified by the campus
 If admitted, register for orientation
    
     * Be aware of important deadlines*
     * Check email regularly *
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You’ll need this information to apply



The CSU Educational Opportunity Program (EOP)

The EOP application is built into the Cal State 
Apply application. You can submit the Cal State 
Apply application without the EOP portion 
complete and come back to it later to finish.

EOP Campus Deadline 
Information:

• Provides specialized support during your college years

• Designed to help low-income, first generation, historically educationally 
disadvantaged students succeed academically in college and graduate.

• First Generation: neither of your parents went to college.
• Meet the EOP Family Income Criteria



Materials you’ll need to apply to EOP
Two Recommendations are required to apply

One must be from academic counselor/teacher that can 
comment on your academic preparedness for university 
academic work
The other can be from an individual who can comment about 
your potential to succeed in college.

• Recommenders cannot be self or a family member.
• You must include their names and email addresses on the 

application
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Materials you’ll need to apply to EOP

• Family Information including
• Participation in public assistance programs 

and other publicly funded programs
• Siblings' educational information
• Household size

• Parent/Guardian Information
• Occupation information for at least one parent/guardian
• Estimated and actual income for last year and year prior

Prepare to answer some autobiographical questions 



TIMELINE:
Application Opens: August 1
Submissions Begin: October 1
Priority Deadline: November 30

Go to calstate.edu/apply 
Select Fall 2027 from the dropdown menu



Some CSU Campuses may extend their 
application deadline past November 30.

Check our Application Dates and Deadlines site! 



Click Create Account and fill out 
information on the Create an Account page

CREATE ACCOUNT

What email address should you use?
• Use/create a personal email address
• Check email often for updates from 

CSUs

WRITE DOWN YOUR CAL STATE APPLY ID!



Created a Transfer Planner Account? 
If you created a Transfer Planner account, you can transfer courses, 
standardized tests, programs you follow or signed a TSP agreement with, and 
some personal information to Cal State Apply! 
I already have a Transfer Planner Account  click CONTINUE



The Reapplicant feature allows applicants to copy information they’ve entered from 
a prior application year to the current application. 

Reapplicant Feature



• Applicants emailed when 
application is available

• Not all data can be copied- check 
for areas highlighted yellow!

 
Check the information carefully after 
importing and make changes where 
needed

Reapplicant Feature



Complete your Extended Profile

Educational Goal: First 
Bachelor's Degree

Current educational 
status:
Transferring with an AD-T 
(Associate Degree for Transfer)
Transferring from another college 
with units completed

0-59 units = lower division transfer
60+ units = upper division transfer



Educational Status cont’d
Transferring from a community college or four-year institution
• Select if you are a transfer student who will not have earned an Associate Degree 

for Transfer (AD-T). Even if you have earned an Associate's Degree (AA/AS) but not 
an AD-T, you will select this option.

If you have courses in 
progress and/or planned to 
earn 60+ semester units by 
the time you enroll at a CSU, 
select “60+ semester credits”

• Some campuses require 60+ transferable units to be admitted. 



Educational Status cont’d
Transfer with an AD-T = Associate's Degree for Transfer
• Select if you will have earned an Associate in Arts Degree for Transfer (AA-T) or 

Associate in Science Degree for Transfer (AS-T). 

• An Associate’s Degree (AS/AA) is not the same as an AD-T (AA-T/AS-T).

• Select the community college where you are earning the degree and the AD-T 
major



FIND YOUR FUTURE AT THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

Returning Students

20

Identify if you 
are returning to 
the same 
campus AND
-have attended 
other colleges 
since leaving the 
CSU
-are applying to 
additional CSUs 
in addition to 
your original 
campus



FIND YOUR FUTURE AT THE CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY

Need to make changes to your profile?
Come back to your questions on the Extended Profile any time to 
make corrections by clicking the link in Personal Information.
 



Select your Programs
• Use the search bar at the top right to search by major or campus name
• Use the filter menu on the left to search by campus, term, modality 

(online, hybrid, face-to-face)
• Select the programs you wish to apply to by clicking the plus (+) button
• You may apply to one program per CSU campus (unsure of which program 

to choose? You may consider Undeclared/Undecided)
• Be mindful that programs offered through Extended Learning may have 

different tuition, fees, and financial aid eligibility associated with the 
program.



AD-T Dissimilar Program Warning 
This message appears when your 
application major does not match your 
AD-T major

You can still apply to this major, but you 
may not receive the admission benefit 
of an AD-T 

To check if your AD-T degree is similar 
to a major at a CSU campus:



Check your Programs 
Hover over the My Programs button in the top right corner of any screen in the 
application to see all programs you are applying to, how many programs are ready for 
submission and how many have been submitted.
  
When you click the My Programs button, you will see all programs added to your application. From here, you can:
•Add more programs to your application
•View program specific details (e.g., the program modality)
•View application deadlines
•View program materials required for this program (e.g., letters of recommendation)



Four Sections:
• Personal Information
• Academic History (your 

schools, courses, and 
tests)

• Supporting Information 
(EOP & more)

• Program Materials 
(campus requirements)

Don’t skip the Program Materials section. The Program Materials section will appear 
completed if the program(s) you are applying to did not require any additional information.

Even if it appears complete, click and read the Program Materials as campuses put 
important information about the programs you are applying to in this section.



New Features!

WHAT’S NEXT?
Drives you to next 
steps 
Helps you submit 
when it’s time

STATUSES
Let’s you check the 
status of WES/ECE 
evaluations 
(international 
applicants), EOP 
Recommendations, 
and official test 
scores from the 
home screen!

NAVIGATION BAR
Allows you to 
quickly jump from 
one section of the 
application to the 
next no matter 
what screen you 
are on

COPY ID
Let’s you quickly 
copy your CAS ID 
number to email 
support or a CSU 
campus!



Let’s complete part 1: Personal Information



Release Statement
Review the following statements carefully and 
respond:

• Release Statement
• Release of Contact Information
• Additional Information Release



Biographic Information
• Complete the biographic information section.

• Your legal name should match the name given on 
your high school transcript

• Report former or preferred names (voluntary)
• The sexual orientation question is optional/voluntary.
• DOB pop up message will appear to confirm your age

Any changes you make after you submit your application 
must be sent to each campus that you applied to.



Contact Information
Complete the contact information section.

• Current address =
  This should be where you want to receive mail from campuses.

• Is your permanent address different than your current address?
  If so, select No to "Is this your permanent address?“ 

    Enter current mailing address



Citizenship/Residency Information

Citizenship and residency information will not be used 
to determine your eligibility for admissions but is used 
for determining tuition and fee rates.

Want more information?
CSU Residency for Tuition 
Purposes



Citizenship/Residency Information

*For those who selected No earlier to "do you have or will 
you require an F1 or J1 Visa to study at the CSU?"*

• US Citizen: born in the US or attained citizenship through naturalization
• Permanent US Resident: holds a green card or is an applicant for a green card and is permitted to 

permanently live and work in the US
• None: no US Citizenship
• Refugee: forced to leave country in order to escape war, persecution, or natural disaster
• Other Visa: holds a Visa other than F1 (student) or J1 (exchange) - You will be prompted 

to choose which visa if you select this option
• Other nonimmigrant status: entered the U.S. on a temporary basis such as work, tourism, business, 

or study - You will be prompted to choose which status if you select this option

US Citizenship



Citizenship/Residency Information

*For those who selected No earlier to "do you have or will 
you require an F1 or J1 Visa to study at the CSU?"*

• The US state/possession you regard as your permanent home is filled in from your 
Extended Profile

• If your permanent home is California, you'll be prompted to:
• Indicate whether you claim California residency
• Indicate if you've lived in CA continuously since birth 

(If no, you'll be asked to give the date your stay in CA began)

Residency



Citizenship/Residency Information

*For those who selected Yes earlier to "do you have or will 
you require an F1 or J1 Visa to study at the CSU?"*

• Select your country of citizenship 
and the Visa type you have or will have 
when you study at the CSU (F1 or J1 Visa)

• If you already have a visa, enter the date it was issued and SEVIS ID
• Enter the date you moved or plan to relocate to the U.S. 
• If you are working with an educational agency, provide their information

Citizenship (for International Applicants)



Race & Ethnicity

• Complete the 
questions in 
this section.

• This section 
will not be 
used to 
determine 
eligibility for 
admission.



Other Information
Social Security (SSN)
• Carefully type in your SSN if you have one.
• Incorrect or missing information could delay your 

admission or require you to turn in additional 
documentation.

• Enter your SSN If you have qualified for DACA and 
been issued a SSN.



Academic infractions such as probation, disqualification, etc. are typically notated on your college 
transcript(s)

If you are eligible to reenroll at the last college or university attended, then you are in good standing

Academic Infractions and Conduct

Academic infractions such as 
probation, disqualification, 
etc. are typically notated on 
your college transcript(s)

If you are eligible to reenroll 
at the last college or 
university attended, then you 
are in good standing



Financial and Parental Information
This information is not used to determine financial aid 
eligibility and is used for information purposes only.
Read the Household Income and Size Information
carefully as your answer will determine what other 
information you will have to provide.

• Any of the statements apply? You are considered Independent
• None of the statements apply? You are considered Dependent



Report total income ear
ned (taxed and untaxed income)
• Independent- report your income (including spouse)
• Dependent- report parent/guardian’s income

Not sure what qualifies as income? 
Scan the QR code to the Cal State Apply Help Center – Definitions of Income!

Income: If you or your parent/guardian do not file a tax return, 
estimate total yearly income earned and report it 
under the adjusted gross income question.

Household Income



Parent / Guardian Information

• If you are a dependent, you must enter at least one parent 
/guardian's information in this section.

• If you are considered independent, you can opt out of this 
section if you wish.

• Do not enter your information in Parent/Guardian section. 
• Do not enter the same parent/guardian twice. 
• Unsure of how to answer at this moment? You can move 

onto the other sections and come back to this later



Let’s complete part 2: Academic History



What Sections Must Be Completed in Academic History? 

Upper Division & AD-T Applicants
High Schools Attended

Colleges Attended

College Coursework 

General Education: Golden Four

Standardized Tests (optional: if you took and 
passed exams, report them here)

Academic Information (if you graduated 
outside the U.S.)

Lower Division Transfers 
High Schools Attended

High School Coursework 

Colleges Attended

College Coursework 

A-G Matching 

General Education: Golden Four

Standardized Tests (optional: if you took and passed exams, report 
them here)

Academic Information (if you graduated outside the U.S.)



High Schools 
Attended

Enter all high schools 
attended.

To begin, select Add 
High Schools 
Attended

Enter Dates 
attended at 
this school

Search for 
school by 
city, zip code, 
or CEEB code

Attend high 
school 
outside the 
U.S.? Update 
the country

Home schooled? 
Click here



Graduation Status
• Select whether you graduated from high school, did not 

graduate, or completed the equivalent (GED)
• Select high school where you will be earning your diploma 

(if applicable)
• Report 

diploma date



Academic Information
Select No unless you completed high school/secondary 
school and it was outside of the U.S.

Select Yes if you completed high school/secondary 
school outside of the U.S.
• Academic Performance 

(GPA)
• Name of diploma or 

equivalent



Colleges Attended
Report all colleges and institutions attended, regardless of:
• Their relevance to the programs you’re applying to, and
• Whether the coursework completed there was already 

transferred to another institution.
• If you took courses during high school for college or 

university credit, be sure to report those institutions as well.

Report each institution only once, regardless of the number of 
degrees earned or gaps in the dates of attendance. 

Start by clicking Add Colleges Attended



Colleges 
Attended

Enter first and 
last date of 
attendance, 
don’t worry 
about gaps 

Turn this 
button on if 
you are 
currently 
attending

Start typing college name 
and select from dropdown 
menu

Select whether 
you pay in-state 
or out-of state 
tuition

Select your 
term type



Colleges Attended – Add Degree
Select Select Yes if you will have earned a Certificate, 
Associate’s Degree, or an AD-T. Then click + ADD DEGREE

• Indicate whether degree is awarded or in 
progress

• The type of degree (if you are an AD-T 
student, select your AA-T or AS-T)

• Graduation date
• Major



College Coursework

Withdrawals
 Repeats
Ungraded labs

 Test credits
Gym courses
Orientations

Other non-
graded courses

 Even if non-
transferrable

Report all courses completed on your transcripts for all 
colleges attended. This includes:

All colleges you reported attending will appear in the College Coursework 
section.



College Coursework – Grade Entry

Type of Credit Grade to enter
Credit from Academic 
Renewal

Grade: AR

Course repeat (excluded 
from GPA)

Grade: RP for the original course

Currently repeating a 
course

Grade: Enter the original grade you 
earned (and mark repeated course 
as in progress)

Credit from Pass/Fail 
course

Grade: P



College Coursework
• Click Add Courses
• Click Add a Semester (or Trimester or Quarter)
• Select the Term, Year, and Completion Status (e.g., completed or in progress)
• Enter the course code (e.g., BIO2)- if you attended a California community 

college, the courses will begin to appear as you type the course
• The course title & course credits should prepopulate based on course code for CA 

community college courses
• Enter the grade you received 

(or select in progress
• Make sure Transferable button is ON
• SAVE (repeat for all colleges attended)



Entering General Education (GE)
• Select what courses you took to complete “Golden Four” based on 

courses you entered in Transcript Entry section
• English Composition
• Critical Thinking and Composition
• Oral Communication
• Mathematical Concepts and Quantitative Reasoning

• If you took more than one course for the GE area, pick one with grade 
C or higher

• Standardized tests with a passing score may also fulfill these areas

ADT and Upper Division transfers: must complete all Golden 4

Lower Division transfers:  must complete English Composition
     and Mathematical Concepts/
     Quantitative Reasoning



General Education: The Golden Four

General courses will prefill this section of the application if they 
are from a California community college.

Lower division transfer applicants may select Opt Out for Oral 
Communication and Critical Thinking courses 



Standardized Tests 
(ACT, SAT, AP, IB, CLEP, TOEFL/IELTS)

Standardized tests will not be used to 
determine admission eligibility.
• These scores may still be used to help 

place you in math and English courses 
when you enroll or to grant college 
credit

• You can enter your exams you have 
taken or are planning to take
• Report Test Date
• Exam Score



Let’s complete part 3: Supporting Information



Overview of the EOP Application

Section 1: General questions
Section 2: Parent/Guardian Information & Financial 
Status
Section 3: EOP Autobiographical Questions
Section 4: Recommendation contacts



Indicate if you will apply to EOP

• “Do you wish to apply to EOP?” 

• Applying to EOP Now? Click Yes
• Applying to EOP later ? Click Yes, I will return 

later to complete these EOP Questions.
• Not applying to EOP? Click No. You are done 

with this section.



ADT Information

Report your: 

• Campus ID
• CCC ID
• Anticipated or 

Completed ADT 
Degree Date

Only for Associate 
Degree for Transfer 
students!



Returning Students

Helps gather 
information about 
why you stopped 
attending the CSU.

You only see this 
section if you are a 
returning CSU 
student!



Let’s complete part 4: Program Materials



Program Materials
Depending on the campus and major you choose, there 
may be campus-specific items to complete. Check for 
multiple tabs.



Program Materials
Financial Aid Housing Question

This question is not used to determine admission eligibility. This 
question helps campuses determine financial aid. 
If you apply to more than one program, you will answer this 
question for every campus program in your shopping cart.



It’s Time to Submit

You must complete all 
sections of the application 
before submitting.

REMEMBER: If you selected “Yes I 
will return later to complete EOP” 
in the Supporting Information 
section, you may return to the 
application after submitting to 
finish the EOP portion. 
Be mindful of campus EOP 
deadlines!

Incomplete

Complete

Not Started

Incomplete- 
Needs Review



It’s Time to Submit
Click the My Programs 
button!

Select one program at a time 
or submit to all at once.



• Note any warning messages- fix the issue or mark to ignore
• Note any red text- requires updates
• REMEMBER: No changes can be made after submission, except for EOP

WAIT: Review the Submission Warnings Carefully!



Payment & Next Steps:
• Check your fee total and fee waiver status
• Enter your payment (if you did not qualify 

for fee waivers) 
• Submit application
• Check your email regularly for any updates 

from the campus(es)

You can log back into your application 
after submitting to:
1. Download a PDF of your application
2. Apply to new programs
3. Update limited information, including EOP

Think you should 
have qualified for 
a fee waiver? 
Download the 
appeal form here:



Congratulations on 
completing your Cal State 

Apply application!
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