
[image: ]

Long-term Career Goals:  _______________
Desired program of study/major: _______________
Highest degree desired (certificate, associate, baccalaureate, master’s, doctorate): _______________

	California Public Colleges & Universities
	California Private Colleges & Universities
	Out-of-State Colleges & Universities

	FUNDING
Public colleges and universities receive state funding from taxpayer $ to reduce the cost of attendance. 

ACCREDITATION
All CA public schools hold regional accreditation. Program accreditation is also required of some programs such as accounting, teaching, nursing, engineering, nutrition and dietetics, public health, social work, and many more.
	FUNDING
Private colleges and universities do not receive state funding from taxpayer $. Therefore, the sticker price is usually higher than public schools. However, financial aid and scholarships are still available and can reduce the cost substantially. Never rule out a school of interest based on sticker cost alone. Using net price calculators will help you determine your true cost after financial aid.

ACCREDITATION
Non-profit private schools usually hold appropriate regional and program accreditation. However, be careful when considering for-profit private schools. If they do not have regional accreditation, then credits earned may not transfer to other institutions.

	FUNDING
Funding will depend on whether you are looking at private or public out-of-state schools. As a California resident, most schools will charge a higher tuition rate until you obtain residency in the new state. Residency requirements vary by state. Research residency rules to find out how to reduce your tuition for your second year of attendance. Federal financial aid (e.g., Pell grants) is available when attending an out-of-state school. However, California financial aid (e.g., Cal grant/DREAM act) will not transfer over to another state.

ACCREDITATION
Look for schools with regional and appropriate program accreditation.

	Use this website to search for your desired program of study across all 116 California Community Colleges. Then list five (5) schools of interest that offer your major:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
	Use this website to search all private non-profit colleges and universities in California for your desired program of study/degree. Then list five (5) schools of interest that offer your desired program of study/degree.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
	Use this website to search for your desired program of study/degree across 160+ institutions that offer discounted tuition to California residents through WICHE WUE. Then list five (5) schools of interest that are outside of California.
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

	Use this website to search for your desired program of study/degree across all 23 Cal State campuses. Then list four (4) schools of interest that offer your major.
1.
2.
3.
4.


Are your desired CSU campuses/majors impacted?
1.
2.
3.
4.

	
	Use this website to search for your desired program of study/degree across all 107 HBCUs. Then list four (4) schools of interest that offer your major.
1.
2.
3.
4.


	Use this website to search for your desired program of study/degree across 9 University of California campuses. Then list four (4) schools of interest that offer your major.

1.
2.
3.
4.


Use UC Transfers by Major to find average admit GPA of transfer students for your majors of interest.
1.
2.
3.
4.

	
	Use this website to search all colleges and universities in the United States for your desired program of study/degree. Then list five (5) schools of interest outside of California not already listed above.

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.



FACTORS TO CONSIDER
	ACADEMICS
	SUPPORT SERVICES
	STUDENT LIFE
	LOCATION

	· Desired major & concentration
· Desired minor (if applicable)
· School/major are not impacted
· Classes are available when you need them (evening, online, etc)
· Professor-student ratio
· Average class size
· Undergraduate research opportunities available in your desired department
· Honors program
· Study Abroad opportunities
· Public vs. private university - do you have a preference?
· Reputation of the school
	· Robust Career services - do they have strong ties to local companies and assist with internship/job opportunities?
· Financial Aid & Scholarships
· Tutoring services
· Library & research resources
· Veterans services
· Disability resources
· Academic advising
· Health & psychological services
· Guaranteed transfer housing
· Family housing 
· Living learning communities
· International student services
· Campus safety/police
	· Hispanic Serving Institution
· Ethnic and gender diversity
· Inter-collegiate sports
· Special interest organizations/clubs
· Greek life
	· Are industries/companies that you want to work for close by?
· Small town or big city - do you care?
· Transportation options and costs. Will you need a car to get around or is public transportation readily available? If you need a car you must account for parking, gas, and insurance costs.
· Are the activities you enjoy accessible (surfing, hiking, shopping, nightlife, etc.)
· Distance to home. Will you get home sick? Can you afford traveling costs to visit family during breaks? If you are far from home, do you have support of other family/friends in the area?
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